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Content Analysis of Accounting Disclosure for Sustainable
Development by Listed Egyptian Companies

Abstract:
Purpose: this study aims to explore sustainable development disclosure through
analysis the contents of sustainable development reports for registered Egyptian
companies.
Design/methodology/approach: this study applied on a sample of Egyptian
companies which covered three sectors: (Banking, Telecommunication, and Real
Estate sector).The researcher used the content analysis technique to analysis the
annual reports in the light of Global Reporting Initiatives (GRI).
Findings: the main findings refer that the sustainable development
(SD)disclosure were used as a part in the annual reports inside registered
Egyptian companies not as a standalone reports for sustainable development.
Also, the researcher concludes that the (SD) disclosure for Egyptian companies
does not fulfill the (GRI) requirements. Also, the most disclosure information
was qualitative more than quantitative.
Concerning determinants of sustainable development, the results conclude that
there is a significant relationship between both firm size and earning per share
and the disclosure of sustainable development. While, the findings conclude that
there is no a significant relationship between both profitability ratio and debt
ratio and the disclosure of sustainable development. Also, the results did not
found any significant differences between companies' disclosure of sustainable
development due to their differences in industry sector.
Also, the study concludes that the companies’ commitment with sustainable
development disclosure was voluntary and not mandatory. Moreover, the
majority of disclosure information was qualitative rather than quantitative. So,
the researcher advises policy makers to develop more restricted: institutional
laws, accounting and auditing standards, ethical rules that encourage companies
to adopt sustainable development reports as a standalone reports to cope with the
GIR requirements.
Originality/Value: prior studies on sustainable development (SD) disclosure
used a questionnaire survey approach to measure levels of sustainable
development disclosure by Egyptian companies in their annual reports. This
paper adds to the existing literature in sustainable development issue by using the
results of the content analysis technique for annual reports inside Egyptian
companies to explore the levels of SD disclosure by Egyptian companies. Since
prior studies has concentrated on developed counties, | am strongly believe that
the current paper contributes to the existing literature in sustainable development
topic, as | am the first researcher to examine this topic in Egypt as an example of
a developing country.
The current study applied on a sample of Egyptian companies which covered
three sectors. The researcher used the content analysis approach to analysis the
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annual reports across a period of time lengthy from (2007 -2013).Due to these

limitations, a future research is needed to explore the motivations which

encourage companies toward a disclosure of sustainable development. As well

as, to discover the barriers of disclosure which related to sustainable

development inside Egyptian companies in different sectors?

Keywords: Sustainable Development Disclosure (SDD), Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), Contents Analysis (CA), Global Reporting
Initiatives (GRI), Egypt.
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